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Good bye April - Hello May!
Finally, it is beginning to feel like we're headed back to a
sense of normalcy. My family members and I have
received our Covid vaccinations, and I'm ready to give
my parents a big hug; it's been 14 months since I've seen
them in person.
Spring is generally seen as a time of renewal and fresh
starts. Clearwater, too, has a renewed sense of energy
and new beginnings. An inspiring mural, painted on the
outside of North Greenwood Rec. Center by Zulu Painter,
was revealed and celebrated March 23; The District
continues to host "Sip and Stroll" events and "Dine Out for
a Difference" on the fourth Thursday of each month. And
beautiful Crest Lake Park had its grand re-opening on
March 26. It truly is a showcase park - inviting and active.
April also brought us a whole host of environmentally
friendly activities from park clean-ups to mangrove
planting and an invasive species scavenger hunt at
Moccasin Lake Nature Park as we celebrated Earth Day
2021.
Over the last month I've attended many events - I have
meetings with residents, staff or community organizations
nearly every day - but one of the most impactful meetings
I scheduled in April was a tour of Safe Harbor. Safe Harbor
is the 24/7 homeless shelter in Pinellas County - run by the
Pinellas County Sherrif's Department. Working to find
help/options for our homeless population, including
substance abuse help as well as mental health care - and
obviously affordable housing options - is a priority of mine.
The challenges are complex and daunting, but with
thoughtful determination, progress can be made. If you'd
like to get involved to make positive change, please
reach out to me. There are so many opportunities to do
good and organizations that will gladly work with you and
your interests/availability. Thank you for opening and
reading this newsletter. Please share it with others, offer
constructive criticism and don't hesitate to offer
suggestions for content. I also have a webpage; it is
connected with a link below. Check it out for more
complete information. Thank you for being an engaged
resident.

Top Priorities
Get Involved!
Fiscal Responsibility Saving
Money
Protecting our Environment
Affordable Diverse-Workforce
Housing
Supporting Business
Diversifying Jobs
Increasing Civic Engagement
Building Community and
Celebrating Diversity
Raising the Bar on What it
Means to be your
Councilmember

City Council will begin to look
at City Manager applications
in May.
Greenprint 2.0 will be
presented this late spring or
early summer.
City Council will begin
discussions on updating our
Strategic Plan in May.
Proposals for the Bluff are in
and Council and staff will
begin to evaluate them in
May.
Council will discuss possible
election format changes at the
May 17 Work Session. My
priorities are to increase voter
participation; to increase

diversity on our Council - both
geographic and demographic
- to minimize the cost for
candidates to run and to
minimize the cost to the City to
administer an election(s).

UPCOMING EVENTS
On Saturday, May 1 the Clearwater Historical Society will
host its annual Fish Fry; Click on this link for tickets. Fish Fry
Tickets And the Clearwater Garden Club is holding its
annual plant sale on May 1 from 8-noon at 405 Seminole
St.
At the Monday, May 3 Work Session we'll be discussing the
possibility of allowing backyard chickens, also called
urban chickens, in Clearwater. If you have an opinion or
experience, you might want to weigh in. Here is the link to
send comments directly to Council: Write the Council.
On Friday, May 7 the Clearwater Historical Society unveils

Had a great time meeting with
Clearwater residents at my Crest
Lake Meet and Greet on April 17.

its 2nd Annual Women's Exhibition. It will be open to the
public beginning May 8.
I will be at Clearwater's first "Market Marie" event on May 8
at 710 Court Street in Clearwater - (Intersection of Court &
Myrtle). This is an outdoor market for local businesses and
vendors of all types. The Market Marie is scheduled for the
following Saturdays: May 8, June 12, July 3 and August 14
from 10 a.m -4 p.m. I won't have a table, but I plan to be
there from about 10 -noon. Let's support our local
businesses, 60 of them plus two food-trucks.
On May 17 the City will hold a Special Work Session on
Imagine Clearwater. It begins at 2:00.
May 22nd I'll be hosting a Meet and Greet at Countryside
Community Park (2640 Sable Springs Dr.) from 10-11:30
a.m. (weather permitting). I'll bring home-made treats and
information to share.
May 24 at 9 a.m. is the scheduled ground-breaking

This is the outdoor
congregation/sleeping area at Safe
Harbor, Pinellas County's 24/7
homeless shelter.

ceremony for Imagine Clearwater. This is sure to be an
exciting event; I hope you can attend.

Happy to participate in the Crest
Lake Park Grand re-opening ribbon
cutting ceremony on April 26.

On May 24 we have Special Work Session to discuss City
Manager Candidates and on May 25th we have another
Special Work Session to discuss Strategic Planning.
COVID19 has made outreach a challenge, but I'm willing
to meet people in a park or back yard - 6 feet apart. I am
attending (Zoom) neighborhood association meetings
and I'd love to join in other meetings, as well. CONTACT
ME IF YOU'D LIKE TO HOST A MEET AND GREET in YOUR
neighborhood, or if you'd like me to speak to your
group/organization.

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS
Click on the link above to City meetings, agendas

I LOVE to volunteer with a number
of organizations and work alongside
others who give of their time and
talents. Below are just a few
examples of recent efforts. Thank
you to EVERYONE who volunteers;
you make our world a better place.

and attached documents.

City Business
The City held a special Council Work Session on April 27 to
talk about municipal election formats. Dr. Scott Paine,
Director of Leadership and Development at the Florida
League of Cities presented an overview of election
formats. Here is a link to the Council meeting. Election
Discussion Work Session. The Council will have a robust
discussion on this topic at the May 17 Work Session. Please
voice your opinion on this very important topic. I am
advocating that members of the next Charter Review,
scheduled for 2023, be given the task/time to thoroughly
review possible changes and make recomendations.
Greenprint 2.0 will be coming out soon. This is the City's
Environment/Sustainability plan to reduce emissions,
pollution, and save money. Please take the time to look
over the 2011 Greenprint here so you can compare how
Clearwater is preparing NOW to protect our environment
and our health as we look to the future.

Collected tons of trash with the
Coastal Clean-up on the Courtney
Campbell Causeway Trail on April
18.

The Council will soon begin work to update the City's
Strategic Plan. Here is a link to our current plan: Strategic
Plan. I believe it is lacking in any focus on environmental
stewardship, for example. I hope we can do better. Here
is a link to Pinellas County's Strategic Plan as a
comparison.
Working with our Sustainability Coordinator, Sheridan
Boyle, the City is hosting a "Building Better Neighborhoods"
series about home gardening and Florida-friendly
landscaping. Here is the link.
Want to save money and reduce your carbon footprint?
Solar is a great way to do both. Over 800 homes in
Clearwater now have solar, cumulatively saving an
estimated $1 Million per year and eliminating an
estimated 19 million pounds of CO2 per year. A new

Happy to support Habitat for
Humanity with Sean King, Director of
Community Relations for, at their
"Havana Nights" fundraiser on April
23. Sean and I serve together on the
County's Continuum of Care Board where we focus on housing first
initiatives for those most in need.

Pinellas-wide Solar Coop is now open to get your own
solar. Check it out here.
Here is a link to My Clearwater Magazine.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Thank you to members of the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board who
are now holding monthly meetings.



Kathleen Beckman - 727-580-0948

kathleen.beckman@myclearwater.com
kathleenbeckmanclearwatercitycouncil.com

City Council Office
600 Cleveland St., Suite 600
Clearwater, FL 33755

Thank you so
much for
subscribing to
and reading
my newsletter.
Please feel free
to share it with
others.

I was honored to meet and
speak with Nikki Freed,
Commissioner of the
Florida Department of
Agricultural and Consumer
Services. We both
attended the Green and
Equitable Recovery Forum
on April 22 in St. Pete. We
discussed environmental
challenges and
opportunities with local
elected officials. I'm
pictured here with
Commissioner Freed in the middle, and Clearwater's
wonderful Sustainability Coordinator, Sheridan Boyle on
the far right.
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With Howard Warshauer as we set
up for the May 1 Clearwater
Garden Club plant sale.

The first week of May is National
Teacher Appreciation Week. As a
former public high school English
teacher - I want to publicly salute all
those teachers - our "front line,
essential workers" - who pour their
heart and soul into teaching, who
make a difference every, single day
and who are the cornerstone of our
Democracy. A sincere thank you for
all you do.
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