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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Clearwater’s downtown waterfront is a
beloved civic asset. The bluff’s elevation is
unique along Florida’s coastline, providing
unparalleled views of the Intracoastal Waterway
and Clearwater Beach. Home to Coachman Park
and the Main Library, the waterfront is an
important community gathering place, hosting
cultural events that attract visitors from across
the region. Nonetheless, citizens across
Clearwater recognize that the waterfront and
bluff are underutilized assets, including large
surface parking lots and the aging Harborview
Center, and view an opportunity to transform
the area into a destination for all of Clearwater.

Building on the strengths of the site,
Clearwater has a once in a lifetime
opportunity to develop a transformative
vision for its downtown waterfront. In recent
decades, cities across Florida and nationwide
have transformed their waterfronts into
community-strengthening assets, improving
parks and open spaces and creating new
opportunities to live, work and play.
Reenergized waterfronts help to sustain the
vitality of downtowns and surrounding regions,
and have become great sources of pride for
their communities.

3  IMAGINE CLEARWATER MASTER PLAN

Imagine Clearwater, formally launched in June 2016, asked residents of Clearwater to answer a set of key
questions:

A How do we draw residents and visitors to the Downtown waterfront?
A How can the waterfront and bluff catalyze greater activity and investment Downtown?
A How can we better connect the waterfront to the rest of Clearwater?




