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Happy July!
Weather-wise it’s the dog-days of summer. Council-wise,
we’re in overdrive! There is so much going on. It’s exciting!
As I write this...
City Attorney, David Margolis (he deserves a standing
ovation) is working overtime to shape a development
agreement with Gotham/DeNunzio for two city owned
parcels (Harborview and former City Hall) on the bluff near
Coachman Park, also referred to as Imagine Clearwater;
We are progressing on the management agreement between
the City and Ruth Eckerd Hall;
We are preparing for the fiscal year 2022-23 budget and
responding to our City Manager's request for funding for
more staff;
We had a presentation on homelessness and housing from
Homeless Leadership Alliance CEO Amy Foster on July
18. You may want to view that presentation (At the 5 minute
mark) here: Presentation on homelessness and housing challenges;
Soon we will decide how to spend $22.5 million, our federal allocation ofAmerican Rescue
Plan Act funds; and
We need to update our Strategic Plan - just to name a few "big" topics.
All of these decisions affect residents. I encourage you to attend public meetings, and to send an
email to the Council when you have questions, ideas or want to weigh in on a decision. I work hard to
communicate with residents and business owners, non-profits and visitors to share information and
learn what’s important to them. Two way communication is best. So while you’re inside during these
dog-days of summer, sipping some iced-tea and trying to stay cool, check out an upcoming meeting
and agenda and take a moment to weigh in. Click here for upcoming meetings.

Chi Chi Rodriguez Driving Range has a
New Automatic Tee Feature
Clearwater is fortunate to have three golf courses as
part of our recreational offerings. The Clearwater
Executive Golf Course (The Landings) at 1875 Airport
Dr.; The Clearwater Country Club at 525 N. Betty
Lane; and The Chi Chi Rodriguez Golf Course at 3030
N. McMullen Booth Rd. People can also work on their
skills at the Chi Chi Rodriguez Driving Range at 2987
N McMullen Booth Road.
The driving range has a brand new feature: the
installation of 22 new Power Tee stations. Power Tee
is an automated teeing system. I was fortunate to

meet the inventor, Martin Wyeth who, along with his
son, was on site for the open house on Friday, July
8. His son, Max, demonstrated. Max stepped up to the
station and a ball immediately appeared. He’d swing –
and hit a perfect drive. The ball came right out of the
middle of the club face, speeding off like a bullet before
returning to earth. There’s probably no better feeling
in golf than a perfect drive, and this young man hit one
right after another. Check out the Power Tees – they
make it quick and easy to hit a “bucket of balls.”

Countryside Ribbon-Cutting
for Pinellas Trail Extension
I love to bike the Pinellas County Trail. My favorite route is
from Clearwater to Dunedin, or if I’m a little more ambitious,
on to Tarpon Springs and Hella’s Bakery. The Pinellas Trail
first opened in 1990 on an abandoned railroad line. It has
grown to become a great connector between communities in
Pinellas. Fortunately, the County coordinates multiple
funding sources for continued trail improvements and
extensions. One such extension is the North Loop.
The Pinellas Trail North Loop Ribbon Cutting is
scheduled for Friday, Aug. 5 at 9:30 a.m. at Countryside
Recreation Center.
The North Loop Extension project generally consists of a paved 12-foot-wide surface with 2-foot-wide
unpaved shoulders on both sides. However, in a few areas, the trail width will transition to an 8-foot
paved surface due to property restrictions. The trail is designed and constructed to meet all federal
and state Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and safety standards.

CMA Helps Protect our Turtle Population
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium is a non-profit organization
that is dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation and release of
sick and injured marine animals, public education,
conservation, and research. At 5:45 a.m. on July 14 I met
Lindsey Flynn, Manager of the Sea Turtle Conservation
Program that monitors nearly 26 miles of coastline and
reports on sea turtle nesting activity. Sea Turtle nesting
season runs from May thru August.
The CMA staff engages in early morning beach patrols to
locate new nesting sites and late night patrols to check
existing nests for hatchlings. New nesting sites are
documented and marked off for protection. Existing sites are
monitored for signs of movement or intrusion. Hats off to
these dedicated workers who are up way before dawn, 7
days a week during “season” to protect our vulnerable
marine animals.

I joined Lindsey and Penn State Intern,Andreas Sergiou, as we looked for turtle activity
on Clearwater Beach. Watching the sun come up and chatting about marine biology is a great way to
start the day. Beach goers were friendly as we traversed the sand and stopped to inspect the nests. I
didn’t witness any turtle activity, but I did notice the challenges turtles face with a multitude of
hazardous trash as well as non-turtle friendly bright lighting. I think it’s time to investigate a turtle
lighting ordinance; on July 18 I requested this be a topic for a future Work Session agenda.

People You Should Know

Susan Luce

Kristel and Johnny Nadeau

This month’s addition of “People You
Should Know” includes two amazing
stand-outs. Susan Luce is the former
President of the General Federation of
Woman’s Clubs (GFWC) Clearwater
Community Woman’s Club. She
currently chairs their Human Trafficking
Committee. Susan and I met at the
Sheraton Sand Key for a conversation
about her life-path and the important
work she is doing here in our
community. Click here to read more
about Susan, she is one spunky,
intelligent, and determined woman.

My second interview was with Johnny
Nadeau. Wow! What an energetic,
passionate and intelligent business
owner. Johnny owns Johnny’s Italian
Restaurant at 2907 FL-590 in
Clearwater. Originally from New York
City, Johnny has owned and operated
his quintessential “Local Favorite” for
over 4 decades! Fantastic food,
reasonable prices and friendly service
have contributed to his longevity. Read
about Johnny’s start in New York, his
mother’s influence, and his reflections
on the past and concerns for our
future. If you’ve ever thought of owning
and operating a restaurant, read
Johnny’s interview here.

Check Your Voter Registration Primary in August
Most people know I’m all about civic engagement. I enjoy
going door to door informing voters of upcoming elections
and sharing information about voter registration. One of the
best ways to be engaged and to really make a difference is
to VOTE. We have two elections coming up; we have a
primary in August and a General Election in November. Go
to VotePinellas.com for a variety of information and
resources. You can sign up to vote, check your voter
registration, request a mail ballot, download a voter guide,
and even sign up to be an election worker. Here are this year’s important dates:

Primary Election
August 23, 2022
Registration Deadline: July 25
Early Voting: August 13- August 21
General Election
November 8, 2022
Registration Deadline: October 11
Early Voting: October 24-November 6

Fun Times with our Clearwater Police Officers

On Friday, July 15, an impressive team
of Clearwater Police Officers took on an
awesome, and ultimately dominant team
of youngsters and staff from the North
Greenwood Recreation Center in an
exciting game of basketball. The game
was close through all four 15-minute
quarters. But the kids pulled it out 70-71
score. What a fun game to watch. It was
great to be able to cheer on both teams.

On Tuesday, July 19, the Clearwater
Police Department hosted “Coffee with a
Cop” at the Countryside Chick-fil-A. A
number of officers, as well as Chief
Slaughter, were there to answer
questions, share breakfast and build
relationships. I attended with two of my
young friends, Arion and Jerimiah. Arion
recently won a Bible verse competition;
he and Officer Hoxie, who serves as a
chaplain, shared some thoughts on
favorite, and shortest, Bible verses.

Celebrating Hidalguense Culture in Clearwater
Clearwater is such a diverse city. There is always something
going on. The evening of July 14 was filled with music,
dance, art, food, and culture, as the Federation of
Hidalguense in Florida celebrated the Closing Ceremony of
their 2022 Summer Camp. This was the first time I attended
this annual event; I hope that it will not be my last. I learned
that about 30,000 people of Hidalguense descent live in the
greater Tampa area. Many are Clearwater residents. Each
year a number of children and adults participate in a “culture
exchange” between teachers from Pinellas and teachers from the Hidalgo region of Mexico. American
students learn about Hidalgo culture and Hidalgo students learn about American culture. The program
is called "Probem." What an incredibly joyful, celebratory, and informative event this was.You can
view a video of the event on the link below. Understanding languages and other cultures builds
bridges. It is the fastest way to bring the world closer together. Robert Alan said, “Cultural differences
should not separate us from each other, but rather cultural diversity brings a collective strength that

can benefit all of humanity.”

Greenprint 2.0 Quarterly Update
Under the direction of Sheridan Gemuendt,
Clearwater Sustainability Coordinator, our city is
making great progress in meeting goals set in
Greenprint 2.0, our Sustainability Plan. Click here to
read the quarterly update: Greenprint March - June
2022 update.

North Greenwood to Hold Final Community
Workshop on CRA
A Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) is a district
established by city or county governments to carry out
redevelopment activities that reduce or eliminate blight, improve
an area's economic health, and encourage public and private
investment.
In 2019, the North Greenwood CRA was proposed by the
Clearwater Urban Leadership Coalition (CULC), which led to
the completion of the Finding of Necessity Study. This Study was
the first formal step in creating the CRA and establishing the
area's boundaries. You can learn more here: North Greenwood
CRA.
The final in a series of four North Greenwood CRA
Community Workshops is scheduled for Tuesday, Aug. 2
from 6:30-8:15 at the North Greenwood Recreation Center.
The focus is, "How Do We Get There?"

988 and Hurricane Preparedness

People experiencing a mental health
crisis have a new way to reach out for

We are in the early months of hurricane

help in the U.S. On July 17 they can
simply call or text the numbers 9-8-8.
Modeled after 911, the new threedigit 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline is
designed to be a memorable and quick
number that connects people who are
suicidal or in any other mental health
crisis to a trained mental health
professional. Learn more here: What
you need to know about 988.

season. Being prepared can reduce
fear, anxiety, and losses that can
accompany disasters. Communities,
families, and individuals should know
what to do in the event of a severe
weather event and where to seek shelter
during a powerful storm. They should be
ready to evacuate their homes and take
refuge in public shelters and know how
to care for their basic medical needs.
People also can reduce the impact of
disasters and sometimes avoid the
danger completely. Learn more here:
Pinellas County Hurricane
Preparedness.

Cenergistic Update in August
Saving Money- Reducing Pollution
I met with the Clearwater Cenergistic team on July 20 and was
introduced to Energy Specialist, Kristin Wheatley, who will
work with us daily to meet our energy reduction goals. They
provided a preliminary overview of the progress they have made
in gathering baseline data and actually reducing energy
consumption and saving the City money. A presentation to
Council is scheduled for August 15. I'm so proud to have
advocated for contracting with these Energy Specialists to not
only reduce pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, but just as
importantly, to save our city money. Thank you Clearwater staff
for your hard work to make this happen. I'll provide a link to their
presentation in my August newsletter.

Thank You for Your Interest and Support
One of the reasons I send out a newsletter is to receive feedback from you. However, please be
aware that any communication with me related to the newsletter is public record.
Important Links
My Clearwater Magazine
Upcoming City Meetings
City of Clearwater Volunteer Opportunities
Contact Information:
Kathleen Beckman: 727-580-0948
kathleen.beckman@myclearwater.com
City Council Office
600 Cleveland St., Suite 600
Clearwater, FL 33755
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