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Clearwater City Councilmember
Hello Friends,
I hope you are well and
beginning to enjoy the
freedom of relaxed
COVID restrictions as
more and more of us
are getting vaccinated
and the County's
positive rate and hospitalization numbers continue to
decline. I was finally able to give my parents big hugs as
our family gathered in NJ to celebrate the marriage of my
youngest son, Michael and his lovely bride, Meg. With
marriage comes a new commitment and focus on the
future. So too, has been the focus of recent meetings and
initiatives in Clearwater. We are looking to the future and
are ready to commit to new goals and strategies; in June
the Council will be interviewing candidates to replace
City Manager, Bill Horne. We have also started the yearlong process of updating our Strategic Plan which sets
goals and priorities for our City for the next 10 years.
Residents will also be engaged in updating the Strategic
Plan.

Top Priorities
Get Involved!
Fiscal Responsibility Saving
Money
Protecting our Environment
Affordable Diverse-Workforce
Housing
Supporting Business
Diversifying Jobs
Increasing Civic Engagement
Building Community and
Celebrating Diversity
Raising the Bar on What it
Means to be Your
Councilmember

I'm proud to say I was recently elected to serve on the
Suncoast League of Cities Executive Board as a Second
Vice President. This is an organization that works to
represent cities' needs to our State Legislature, Governor's
office and state agencies. We advocate for Home Rule
and policy that allows our Florida municipalities to be
empowered to do what is best for their residents.
I've also recently been named to serve on the Clearwater
Arts Alliance Board. I'm excited to learn more about this
organization and the important work it does, for example,
art wrapped signal boxes, art teacher funding, promoting
public art and art advocacy. I went on my first Clearwater
Art Walk on May 25th with Beth Daniels, who serves as the
organization's Vice President. What a fun part of my job!
I want to take a moment to acknowledge and thank our
City Manager, Mr. Bill Horne. From the time I was sworn in,
Mr. Horne and I have met every week for at least an hour.
He briefs me on what is going on in the City and provides
an invaluable historical perspective as I share my ideas
and concerns with him. He is a sounding board - the voice
of wisdom and experience. I look forward to our weekly
meetings and I will miss him. I am looking forward to his
contributions to our City after his retirement - on his own
time frame. Whomever we hire - these are large shoes to
fill.

Father's Day is June 20th.

City Government News
At the June 1 City Council
Work Session we are
scheduled to discuss the
possibility of changing our
election format. My priorities
are to increase voter
participation; to increase
diversity on our Council both
demographic and
geographic; to minimize the
cost for candidates to run and
to minimize the cost to the City
to administer an election(s). If
you care about this, please
weigh in. Write the Council.
On June 15 (during the day)
City Council will begin one-on-

Happy Father's Day to my
dad, Bill Long. He's been
my role model my entire
life. He's shared lessons
learned as a gas station
attendant, meat cutter,
carpenter, service in the
Navy, social worker,
attorney, legislative aide,
Director of the Department of Labor and Chair of
the Michigan Public Service Commission and
Habitat for Humanity volunteer to name a few he is always working and learning. I love him and
his work ethic and compassion for others. Here's
to all the great dads out there - doing their best
and leading by example.

one interviews of four final
candidates for City Manager.
On June 15 there is a
Clearwater City Manager
Candidate Community Forum
at Ruth Eckerd Hall from 5:30-7
p.m.
In June the Council will be
evaluating the two proposals
for our Bluff Property
development. We will receive
a presentation and
recommendation from City
staff.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 27th marks another "Dine Out For a Difference" in
Clearwater's Downtown District. This month's non-profit
recipient is The Clearwater Historical Museum. Ten
percent of the revenue from 11 participating restaurants
will be donated to the Clearwater Historical Museum.
Come support our local eateries and museum.
4RWorld's mobile refilling station will be in downtown
Clearwater at our "Dine Out for a Difference" night May
27th in the 400 block of Cleveland St. This is an ecofriendly re-filing station for household goods such as
laundry soap, liquid soap, glass cleaner, shampoo,
conditioner, facial soap and sunscreen. Come check

Had a great time meeting with
Clearwater residents at my
Countryside Meet and Greet on
May 22nd.

them out - Reduce- Reuse and Recycle.
Memorial Day Services, hosted by The Veterans Alliance
of Clearwater, will be held at 6:00 p.m. at Veterans
Memorial Plaza at Crest Lake Park on Monday May 31.
On June 12th Look Up Clearwater Gospel Fest comes to
Crest Lake Park from 2-8 p.m.
Also on June 12th is our second "Market Marie" an outdoor
community market at 710 Court St. (Corner of Court and
Myrtle) from 10-4 p.m.
Saturday, June 19th is Juneteenth. I usually honor this day
with activities and friends from the Ridgecrest community.

Celebrating the ribbon-cutting for
the 2nd Annual Women's Exhibit at
the Clearwater Historical Museum.

I hope you can take a moment to reflect on the
significance of this date and our collective history.
The Clearwater Historical Society (610 S. Fort Harrison) has
unveiled it's 2nd Annual Women's Exhibit. It is open to the
public Saturdays from 10- 2 p.m.
COVID19 has made outreach a challenge, but I'm willing
to meet people in a park or back yard - 6 feet apart. I am
attending (Zoom) neighborhood association meetings
and I'd love to join in other meetings, as well. CONTACT
ME IF YOU'D LIKE TO HOST A MEET AND GREET in YOUR
neighborhood, or if you'd like me to speak to your
group/organization.

Happy to attend my first Clearwater
Art Walk with Beth Daniels, Vice
President of Clearwater Arts
Alliance, as our guide. I jumped in
with the Clearwater Young
Professionals who had organized this
tour.

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS
Click on the link above to access City meetings,
agendas and attached documents.

More Details on City Business
The City held a special Council Work Session on April 27 to
talk about municipal election formats. Dr. Scott Paine,
Director of Leadership and Development at the Florida
League of Cities presented an overview of election
formats. Here is a link to the Council meeting. Election
Discussion Work Session. The Council is scheduled to have
a robust discussion on this topic at the June 1st Work
Session. Please voice your opinion on this very important
topic. I am advocating that members of the next Charter
Review, scheduled for 2023, be given the task/time to
thoroughly review possible changes and make
reccomendations.

I LOVE to volunteer with a number
of organizations and work alongside
others who give of their time and
talents. Thank you to EVERYONE who
volunteers; you make our world a
better place.

Greenprint 2.0 will be coming out soon. This is the City's
Environment/Sustainability plan to reduce emissions,
pollution, and save money. Please take the time to look
over the 2011 Greenprint here so you can compare how
Clearwater is preparing NOW to protect our environment
and our health as we look to the future.
The Council will soon begin work to update the City's
Strategic Plan. Here is a link to our current plan: Strategic
Plan. I believe it is lacking in any focus on environmental
stewardship, for example. I hope we can do better. Here
is a link to Pinellas County's Strategic Plan as a
comparison.
Working with our Sustainability Coordinator, Sheridan
Boyle, the City is hosting a "Building Better Neighborhoods"
series about home gardening and Florida-friendly
landscaping. Here is the link.
Want to save money and reduce your carbon footprint?
Solar is a great way to do both. Over 800 homes in
Clearwater now have solar, cumulatively saving an

Lake Belleview has a Community
Cleanup once a month; I was
happy to help out on May 1.

estimated $1 Million per year and eliminating an
estimated 19 million pounds of CO2 per year. A new
Pinellas-wide Solar Coop is now open to get your own
solar. Check it out here.
Here is a link to My Clearwater Magazine.

CONTACT INFORMATION

On May 22nd I was sworn in as
Second Vice President for the
Suncoast League of Cities.




Kathleen Beckman - 727-580-0948

kathleen.beckman@myclearwater.com
kathleenbeckmanclearwatercitycouncil.com

City Council Office
600 Cleveland St., Suite 600
Clearwater, FL 33755

Thank you so
much for
subscribing to
and reading
my newsletter.
Please feel free
to share it with
others.

I was fortunate to be given a
personal tour of the former
Clearwater Heights community by
Clearwater resident, Barbara SoreyLove.

Celebrating Largo's two new
electric police motorcycles (part of
their fleet management plan to
reduce emissions) with Dory Larsen,
from the Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy.
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